Latin Verbs: The Principal Parts of the Verb

When a typical Latin verb is presented to you in vocabulary lists, you will almost always see four forms of that verb.
These forms are called the principal parts of the verb. Knowing them helps you to be able to recognize, understand, and
produce all the other forms of the verb.

First Principal Part

Second Principal Part

Third Principal Part

Fourth Principal Part

amo

is the present indicative 1st
person singular form:

| love

amare

is always the present active

infinitive:

to love

amavi
is the perfect (= present

perfect) active 1st person
singular form:

| have loved

amatus

is the past participle:

loved

= having been loved

Note 1: The third part will not always end in -1, but sometimes in

of verbs called deponents.

-us sum. These belong to a special class

Note 2: The fourth part will not always be present. If it ends in -Qrus rather than -us, it is an active future
participle. For example, pernoctatiirus means "about to spend the night."

Given the principal parts for any verb, be sure that you are able to understand the meanings that go with them.
Practice with the list given below.

Typical Definition

1st Principal Part

2d Principal Part

3d Principal Part

4th Principal Part

to give dé dare dedi datus
Understand as: I give to give I have given given
1. to think / consider cogitd cogitare cogitavi cogitatus
2. topreserve conservo conservére conservavi conservatus
3. to wander / err erré errare erravi erratus
4. to praise laudd laudére laudavi laudatus
5. tosave servo servare servavi servatus
6. tocall vocd vocare vocavi vocatus
7. tohelp iuvo iuvare iavi idtus
8. todine cénd cénare cénavi cénatus
9. toblame culpb culpére culpavi culpatus
10. to overcome supero superare superavi superatus
11. to endure tolerd tolerére toleravi toleratus
12.to kill neco necére necavi necatus
13. to point out démonstrd démonstrare démonstravi démonstratus
14.to create cred creére credvi creatus
15. to change mt6 mtare matavi matatus
16. to name appelld appellare appellavi appellatus
17.to change mté mtare matavi matatus
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18. to avoid

19. to await

20. to assist

21. to long for
22.to sail

23.to read aloud
24. to delight
25.to free

26. to prepare
27.to announce
28. to work

29. to train
30.to tell

31.to deny
32.to announce
33.to think
34.to hope
35.to invite

36. to approve
37.to dedicate

38. to supply / excel

39. o fight

40. to doubt / hesitate

41. 1o ask
42. to refuse

43. to observe / watch
44.to give an order to
45. to care for / heal

46.to amuse / delight

47.to plead / beg

48. to restore / cheer
49. to brighten / cheer up

50. to walk
51. to assault

52. to equip / adorn
53. to unfold / explain

54. to weary

The Latin Verb ~ The Principal Parts

Vitd
exspectd
adiuvo
désiderd
navigo
recitd
délectd
Iiberd
parb
préndntid
labbrb
éducd
narrd
negd
ndntid
putb
Spérd
invitd
prob6
dédicd
praestd
pugnd
dubitd
rogd
reclisd
spectd
imperé
clrd
oblectd
ord
recred
serénd
ambuld
oppugnd
ornd
explicd
fatigd

vitare
exspectare
adiuvare
désideréare
navigare
recitare
délectére
liberare
parare
préndntiare
labbrare
éducéare
narrare
negare
nlntiare
putére
spéréare
invitare
probare
dédicare
praestéare
pugnére
dubitare
rogéare
reclisare
spectére
imperare
cOrare
oblectéare
orére
recreére
serénare
ambulare
oppugnare
ornare
explicare
fatigare

vitavi
exspectavi
adidvi
désideravi
navigavi
recitavi
délectavi
liberavi
paravi
préndntiavi
labbravi
éducavi
narravi
negavi
ndntiavi
putavi
Spéravi
invitavi
probavi
dédicavi
praestiti
pugnavi
dubitavi
rogavi
reclisavi
spectavi
imperavi
chravi
oblectavi
oravi
recredvi
serénavi
ambulavi
oppugnavi
ornavi
explicavi
fatigavi

vitatus
exspectatus
adidtus
désideratus
navigatus
recitatus
délectatus
liberatus
paratus
préndntiatus
lab6ratus
éducétus
narratus
negatus
ndntiatus
putatus
Spératus
invitatus
probatus
dédicatus
praestitus
pugnéatus
dubitétus
rogatus
reclsatus
spectatus
imperatus
cQratus
oblectatus
oratus
recreatus
serénatus
ambulatus
oppugnatus
ornatus
explicatus
fatigatus



