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-US-A-UM Adjectives 
(cf. Wheelock 2, 3, 4) 

 
One of the major types of Latin adjectives uses the typical endings of the 1st and 2nd declensions to indicate agreement with the 
nouns they modify. 
 
For example, the Latin word for new is novus, nova, novum (sometimes written novus -a -um).  This means that when you 
describe a masculine noun (for example numerus) with this adjective, you will take the endings from the -us endings of the 
second declension: 
 

Singular forms:    Plural forms:   
       
novus numerus  new number (s)  novî numerî  new numbers (s) 
novî numerî  of the new number  novôrum numerôrum  of the new numbers 
novô numerô  to/for the new number  novîs numerîs  to/for the new numbers 
novum numerum  new number (o)  novôs numerôs  new numbers (o) 
novô numerô  by the new number  novîs numerîs  by the new numbers 

 
Remember that by our conventions, (s) means "as subject" and (o) means "as direct object."  In Latin, the adjective may precede or 
follow the noun: novus numerus OR numerus novus.  Notice that these endings will frequently be the same, if the noun is from 
the same declension as the ending used.  The -r words like vir, puer, ager will have as nominative forms: vir novus / puer novus 
/ ager novus , because the adjective always uses the typical forms for the declension.  But the rest of the pattern will show the 
same endings in the noun and the adjective: 
 

novus vir novus puer novus ager 
novî virî novî puerî novî agrî 
novô virô novô puerô novô agrô 
novum virum novum puerum novum agrum 
novô virô novô puerô novô agrô 

novî virî novî puerî novî agrî 
novôrum virôrum novôrum puerôrum novôrum agrôrum 
novîs virîs novîs puerîs novîs agrîs 
novôs virôs novôs puerôs novôs agrôs 
novîs virîs novîs puerîs novîs agrîs 

 
The same forms will be used to describe a masculine noun of any declension.  For example, since agricola, ae is usually 
masculine, you would have to use the following forms: 
 

novus agricola novî agricolae 
novî agricolae novôrum agricolârum 
novô agricolae novîs agricolîs 
novum agricolam novôs agricolâs 
novô agricolâ novîs agricolîs 

 
The -a of the -us-a-um adjectives indicates the use of the typical endings of the 1st declension for adjectives describing 
feminine nouns (of any declension); the -um indicates the use of the typical 2nd declension -um endings for adjectives 
describing neuter nouns (of any declension).  Here is a horizontal arrangment of the cases: 
 

Singular:  magna cûra   magnae cûrae   magnae cûrae  magnam cûram   magnâ cûrâ 
Plural:  magnae cûrae   magnârum cûrârum   magnîs cûrîs   magnâs cûrâs   magnîs cûrîs 
      
Singular:  remedium vêrum   remediî vêrî   remediô vêrô   remedium vêrum   remediô vêrô  
Plural:  remedia vêra   remediôrum vêrôrum  remediîs vêrîs  remedia vêra   remediîs vêrîs  

 


